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My mother's family was much more closely connected
with the Court of St. Petersburg than my father's^
but those relations were broken after one of
the palace tragedies that have marked almost every
succession to the throne of Russia from the reign of
Peter the Great to the beginning of the nineteenth
century, so that it could well be said of Russian
autocracy that it was " a despotic regime tempered
by regicide."
In fact, my mother's grandfather. Prince Yaschvill,
who occupied a very important military position under
the reign of Paul L, was one of the principal actors
in the drama which had its epilogue in the violent death
of that Emperor, and the situation of his descendants
was materially affected thereby.
We all know of the inconsistencies and outrages which
marked the four years' reign of the madman who suc-
ceeded the great Catherine on the throne of Russia
at the close of the year 1796. When the year 1801
opened, the insanity of Paul I. assumed such proportions
that the leading personages of the Imperial Court found
themselves obliged to consider what measures could
be taken to put an end to a situation which threatened
the very safety of the Empire. Was the heir to the
throne, afterwards the Emperor Alexander I., cognizant
of the conspiracy that was forming for that purpose,
and which was headed by Count Pahlen, military gover-
nor of the capital ? The historians who have recorded
this event, including the most recent and most con-
scientious of all, the Grand Duke Nicholas Michailovitch,
agree that the conspirators had received the assent
of Alexander for a plan for bringing about the abdi-
cation of the Emperor, but it appears certain that the
assassination of his father was a cruel surprise to him*